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Many times our military veterans can struggle with transitioning back into society, but
with the help of one Lincoln organization that transition may be a little easier.
It was operation renovation at a rundown house off 27th street.
An organization called, Operation Veterans Encouraging Recovery, or O.V.E.R. took on
a challenging task of creating a recovery home for struggling vets.
The house was condemned until members of O.V.E.R. came in, cleaned things up and
did things such as rewire the entire home.
After two years of planning and construction the home is now open.
It can hold up to 5 veterans who may be suffering from homelessness, drug addiction,
alcoholism and more.
President of O.V.E.R. Don Cramer said, "It's a good launching place especially if you
lose everything and you don't have anywhere to go especially if your a veteran. We
would like to say for 300 bucks a month this would be a good place to start a new life, a
new chapter in your life."
With the help of the community, the veterans of O.V.E.R spent much of their own time
and money restoring the home for the future of their fellow service members.
Member of O.V.E.R. Ronnie Bouwens said, "You're out there to help other vets and to
me it's a heartwarming or good feeling that you could help somebody with a place to
live."
The new walls, doors and carpet will fade one day but the men of O.V.E.R. know the
bond of military members will live on between them and those to come.
Bouwens said, "Us veterans we got different ties, we know what each other went through
with basic training and even if you went through different military things it's different than
civilian life we got a different bond than most people."
Members of O.V.E.R. told Channel 8 Eyewitness News they're happy to open up this
house but want to create another recovery home once they fill this one up.
If you're looking for more information on the organization or know someone who may
benefit from living in the recovery home and want to contact members you can visit their
website at 
www.overnow.org/

